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Presentation Description: This 3-hour workshop will address the connection between language disorders and reading disorders, including dyslexia. Further discussion will focus on the impact these issues have on learning and academic performance. A comprehensive model for dyslexia evaluation using the SAIM framework, including screening, assessment, intervention, and monitoring, will be reviewed.  A diagnostic model of dyslexia including symptoms, causes/correlates, and risk factors (Breaux & Eichstadt, 2017) will be presented.  This diagnostic model provides a guide for the assessment of important factors in determining the presence of dyslexia. Finally, the presenter will discuss aspects of the school psychologists’ role within an RtI/MTSS model, related to treatment for children with reading disorders.
Presentation Abstract: Dyslexia is not a new phenomenon, but it has garnered significantly increased attention in recent years. Dyslexia has found a groundswell, especially in educational settings, bolstered by parent advocacy, numerous tracks of research, and commercial enterprises across individuals from a wide array of professional backgrounds. Over the last two decades, education professionals have begun to harmonize a view of dyslexia from a divergence of views on roles in written language and literacy. More professionals have integrated or begun to integrate written language focus into their daily work. That said, many practitioners still raise basic questions about the nature of dyslexia, the science of reading and reading disabilities in general and professional roles and responsibilities toward individuals with dyslexia, their families, and the interdisciplinary team.
The relationship between dyslexia and specific language disorders is well documented. Specific language disorders and dyslexia are distinct but often co-morbid developmental disorders (Catts, et. al., 2004). There are many children with reading disorders, but dyslexia “is distinguished from these problems by the …nature of the phonological weakness” (Shaywitz, 2003, p. 140). The active role of interdisciplinary in assessment and intervention for children with dyslexia is supported by respected reading researchers (Shaywitz, 2003, Kilpatrick, 2015). 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) passed in December 2015 functions as the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and replaces the No Child Left Behind Program. A major component of the new law is a provision that will allow schools to use anyone on their professional staffs to participate in literacy instruction. ESSA, therefore, opens the door for school psychologists to work with teachers to help them implement the soundest, and research-based approaches to teaching young children to read and write (Snyder, 2016).
The International Dyslexia Association (IDA) established the following definition of dyslexia in 2002, which has since been adopted by many U.S. federal and state agencies:

Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is neurobiological in origin. It is characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding abilities. These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological component of language that is often unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruction. Secondary consequences may include problems in reading comprehension and reduced reading experience that can impede growth of vocabulary and background knowledge.
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