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Priorities for 2018-2019

• IEP Development and Implementation 

• Evaluation and Eligibility Determination Process

• Parent Procedural Safeguards

Note: Priorities were based on data from the GaDOE Dispute Resolution and 
Results Driven Accountability Units. 
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Federal Mandates for SEA 
Compliance
• States are required to have policies and procedures 

that are aligned with IDEA (34 CFR § 300.100). 
Georgia’s Special Education Rules support state level 
implementation of IDEA.

• States must have in effect policies or procedures to
ensure that it complies with Federal monitoring and 
enforcement requirements (34 CFR §§300.600-602 and 
34CFR §§300.606-608).

• In addition to the state rules, the GaDOE outlines 
specific strategies and best practices in the Special 
Education Implementation Manual.  Local school LEAs 
must then implement policies, procedures, and 
effective practices. 
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Georgia’s State 
Determination 
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LEA 
REQUIREMENTS
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District Determination - Compliance Matrix
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CHILD FIND (34 C.F.R. § 300.111;
GEORGIA RULE 160-4-7-.03)
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CHILD FIND

Implementation Changes and 
Updates
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Does Child Find apply to 
home-schooled children?

Yes. If the child is a resident within the jurisdiction of 
the LEA, then the Child Find responsibility rests with 
the LEA in which the child resides.   In addition, as a 
home-schooled child, a child who is determined 
eligible for special education and related services 
must also be considered for proportionate share of 
federal funds for private school children.  In Georgia, 
home-schooled children are treated as private school 
children in regard to special education.  See Georgia 
Rule 160-4-7-.13(3)(a)(1).
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If  an LEA charter school and a traditional 
LEA serve the same demographic area, 
who has the Child Find responsibility?

Both of them. The LEA charter school’s Child Find 
responsibility extends only to children enrolled in the 
LEA charter school.  The traditional LEA’s Child Find 
responsibility extends to all other children within 
their jurisdiction.
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If an LEA charter school only serves a designated 
population, such as grades six through eight, should
the LEA charter school’s Child Find procedures 
address children outside of the designated 
population, such as children in grades kindergarten 
through fifth grade?
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Yes.  As a matter of best practice, an LEA charter 
school’s Child Find procedures should include 
children age 3-21. However, an LEA charter school’s 
Child Find procedures must address the currently 
designated population of the LEA charter school.  
Since LEA charter schools may decide to expand their 
designated population, LEA charter schools should 
consider developing Child Find procedures to include 
children ages 3-21 or update their Child Find 
procedures as the LEA charter school expands their 
designated population.
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Considering the above guidance for LEA charter 
schools, what are the Child Find responsibilities 
for Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) 
and Georgia Department of Corrections (DOC)?

Georgia DJJ and Georgia DOC must implement Child 
Find duties for the youth enrolled in their respective 
facilities.
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Who has the Child Find responsibility for youth 
incarcerated in facilities operated by the local 
sheriffs or other municipalities?

The LEA where the facility is located must implement 
Child Find duties for youth incarcerated in jails or other 
correctional facilities operated by local municipalities.
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Rule/Implementation 
Discussions for the Future

18



11/1/2018

10

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Child Find

• Child Find is a critical part of the special education 
process for all children suspected of having 
disabilities.

• IDEA requires that children who are suspected of being 
a child with a disability and in need of special education 
are identified, located, and evaluated. 34 C.F.R. 
§ 300.111.

• Despite the language in our State Child Find Rule, IDEA 
does not require that a child receive scientific, 
research, or evidence-based interventions before being 
referred for consideration for eligibility for special 
education and related services. See 34 C.F.R. 
§ 300.111.

19

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Child Find

• Child Find Procedures – Prior to referring a student 
for consideration for eligibility for special 
education, a student must have received scientific, 
research or evidence based interventions. Georgia 
Rule 160-4-7-.03(2)(b).

• Should Georgia strongly suggest but not require, 
the use of interventions prior to referring a 
student for eligibility for special education?
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Child Find

• Child Find Procedures: These policies and 
procedures shall provide for the screening and 
evaluation of all children with suspected disabilities 
birth through 21 to include:

• Children birth through age three. An LEA may fulfill its 
child find responsibility through referral to the BCW 
early intervention program. Georgia Rule 160-4-7-
.03(1)(c)(1).
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• Shared child find obligations (birth-3) are implied as a 
shared responsibility but not clearly stated in the 
board rule.

• Should Georgia clarify the verbiage as altering “may 
fulfill” by clearly articulating the cross agency 
responsibility? 
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EVALUATION AND REEVALUATION
(34 C.F.R. § § 300.301-300.311;

GEORGIA RULE 160-4-7-.04)
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60 Days to EVALUATION

(b)  Once a child is referred for an evaluation by a 
parent or Student Support Team (SST) to determine if 
the child is a child with a disability, the initial 
evaluation:   

1.  Must be completed within 60 
calendar days of receiving parental consent for 
evaluation.  [34 C.F.R. § 300.301(c)(1)(i)] 
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Implementation Changes and 
Updates
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• Before an evaluation can begin, the LEA must 
obtain a signed, informed parental consent for 
evaluation.  The LEA has 60 calendar days after 
receiving parental consent to complete the initial 
evaluation.  Completion of the initial evaluation is 
defined as completion of the evaluation report(s). 
LEAs are not required to make the eligibility 
determination during the 60-day initial evaluation 
timeline.
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Initial Evaluation

• The eligibility decision should be made within a 
reasonable period of time following the completion 
of the evaluation. See 71 Fed. Reg. 46637 (2006). 
As a matter of best practice, within 10 calendar 
days of the completion of the evaluation report(s) 
60-day initial evaluation period, an eligibility 
meeting should be held.  Development of the 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) can take up 
to 30 additional days.  See 34 C.F.R. § 300.323(c)(1). 
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Evaluation Timeline

Does the 60-Day timeline calculate from consent of 
evaluation to completion of the evaluation report?
• Yes, the 60-day timeline is from receipt of consent 

to the completion of the evaluation, which is 
shown by the completion of the evaluation 
report(s).

*Please note that the completion of report is 
different than the date assessments were 
administered.*
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Evaluation Report(s)

A comprehensive evaluation 
report may include combined 
reports; however, the timeline 

will be based on the most 
recent date.
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Will Georgia continue to implement the 
Redetermination Process?  

No, the Redetermination Process is no longer an option. 
(changes are reflected in GO-IEP 2.0)  
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Reevaluation
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May a review of extant data 
alone, with the finding that no 

additional data are needed, 
constitute a reevaluation?
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Reevaluation Process –
Review of  Existing Data

• After reviewing the existing data on the child, if the IEP 
Team determines that no additional information is 
needed to determine whether the child continues to be 
a child with a disability and to determine the child’s 
educational needs, then the LEA must 

• notify the child’s parent of that determination, 
• the reasons for the determination, and 
• the parent’s right to request assessments for the 

determination of eligibility and the child’s educational needs. 
• If no additional information is needed, the date of this 

decision completes the reevaluation process and the 
last eligibility date does not change.  In no more than 
three years from that date, the need for a reevaluation 
must be considered again.
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Reevaluation Process –
Determination of  Eligibility and 
Educational Needs
After reviewing the existing data on the child, if the IEP Team 
determines that additional information is needed to determine any 
of the following:

• the present levels of academic achievement and related developmental needs 
of the child;

• whether the child continues to have a disability or additional areas of need due 
to a disability;

• whether the child continues to need special education and related services; 
• whether the child needs any additions or modifications to the special education 

and related services to meet the measurable annual goals set in the IEP; and
• whether the child needs any additions or modifications to special education and 

related services to enable participation, as appropriate, in the general education 
curriculum.

• Then, the Team will determine which assessments are needed, 
provide written notice to the parent and receive written informed 
parental consent before conducting any additional assessments.
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Reevaluation Process –
Determination of  Eligibility and 
Educational Needs

• After the assessments are complete, the Team 
reviews those assessments and determines the 
child’s continued eligibility and educational needs. 

• Once this determination is made, this completes 
the reevaluation process and the date of this 
determination is the child’s reevaluation date and 
current eligibility date.  In no more than three years 
from that date, the need for reevaluation must be 
considered again.
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Reevaluation Process

Step 0 Step 1 Step 2
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SPECIAL EDUCATION ELIGIBILITY 
REQUIREMENTS (34 C.F.R.

§ 300.306; GEORGIA RULE 160-4-7-.05)

40



11/1/2018

21

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

41

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

• If a child is being considered to be dismissed from 
special education, must an evaluation and 
eligibility form be completed? 

• Yes. An LEA must conduct a comprehensive 
evaluation of a child before determining that the 
child is no longer a child with a disability.  See 34 
C.F.R. § 300.305(e)(1).   This does not apply to 
children whose eligibility is terminating due to 
graduation with a regular diploma or due to 
exceeding the age eligibility for FAPE.
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Reevaluation Scenario 1:
Primary: Emotional and Behavioral Disorder (EBD) 

Secondary: Speech-Language Impairment (SLI)  

• During the reevaluation meeting, the Team decides that the existing data for EBD is enough to 
determine continued eligibility for this area but require additional information for SLI to determine 
whether the child continues to have a disability under the speech-language impairment eligibility.

• Obtain written informed parental consent before conducting any additional assessments as part of 
the reevaluation 

• Speech-Language Pathologist will complete formal assessments in the area suspected and informal 
assessments in other areas under speech-language impairment.

• After the assessments are completed, the Team reviews those assessments and determines the 
child’s continued eligibility and educational needs (This is an eligibility meeting).  

• During the review (eligibility meeting), if the speech-language assessments determine that the 
student no longer meets the eligibility criteria for the speech-language impairment eligibility, the 
student is exited from SLI services but continues to remain eligible for EBD.  
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Reevaluation Scenario 2:

Primary: Speech-Language Impairment (SLI)

No Other Concern(s)  

• During the reevaluation meeting, the Team reviews and decides that informally collected data for 
academic and all other areas do not indicate other concern(s), but additional information is required 
for SLI to determine whether the child continues to have a disability under the speech-language 
impairment eligibility.

• Obtain written informed parental consent before conducting any additional assessments as part of the 
reevaluation 

• Speech-Language Pathologist will complete formal assessments in the area suspected and informal 
assessments in other areas under speech-language impairment.  A referral to psychological services is 
not warranted.    

• After the assessments are completed, the Team reviews those assessments and determines the child’s 
continued eligibility and educational needs.  This is an eligibility meeting and informal collected data 
for academics and all other areas can be entered into the eligibility report, as well as, the formal and 
informal data from the speech-language assessments.     

• During the review (eligibility meeting), if the speech-language assessments determine that the student 
no longer meets the eligibility criteria for the speech-language impairment eligibility, the student is 
exited special education and related services.    
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Reevaluation Scenario 2: 

• Please note that a parent has a right to request 
additional, formalized assessment. 
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Reevaluation Scenario 3:

Primary: Speech-Language Impairment (SLI)
Additional Concerns(s)   

• During the reevaluation meeting, the Team reviews and decides that informally collected data for 
academic or any other areas indicate additional concern(s).  Additional information is needed to 
determine whether the child continues to have a disability or additional areas of need due to a 
disability.

• Obtain written informed parental consent before conducting any additional assessments as part of the 
reevaluation 

• Speech-Language Pathologist will complete formal assessments in the area suspected and informal 
assessments in other areas under speech-language impairment.  The School Psychologist will complete 
formal and informal assessments for academics, as well as, other local assessment data that may 
inform academic performance.  

• After the assessments are completed, the Team reviews those assessments and determines the child’s 
continued eligibility and educational needs (This is an eligibility meeting).  

• During the review (eligibility meeting), if the speech-language assessments determine that the student 
no longer meets the eligibility criteria for the speech-language impairment eligibility, the student is 
exited from SLI but could be eligible for another eligibility category.    
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ELIGIBILITY

Implementation Changes and Updates
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An eligibility report doesn’t 
expire every three years!
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Does a child’s eligibility for special 
education expire after three years?

• No.  A child’s eligibility for special education does 
not expire. However, the data used in the child’s 
last eligibility report may have expired, be 
outdated, and no longer valid.  In such case, a 
comprehensive reevaluation is warranted.  
Additionally, a reevaluation, which can include only 
a review of existing evaluation data, must occur at 
least once every three years, unless the parent and 
the LEA agree that a reevaluation is unnecessary.
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Eligibility Report (slide 
from Collaborative 
Community)

An eligibility report which documents the area of disability shall be completed 
and placed in each child’s special education folder. The eligibility report shall 
provide statements for each component of the eligibility and shall be 
comprehensive enough to serve as the evaluation report when necessary.
However, parents must be provided a copy of the evaluation report(s) and an 
eligibility report.
An eligibility report and evaluation report are at a minimum two separate 
documents.
It is possible to have multiple evaluation reports, for example: psychological 
report, report from the speech-language evaluation, report from the 
Occupational Therapist and report from the assistive technology evaluation. If 
the evaluators coordinate their reporting, all scores and interpretation of results 
could be included in the psychological report. There will be instances when a 
psychologist is not involved and thus the other evaluators will need to create 
evaluation reports separately.
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Eligibility Report (slide from 
Collaborative Community)

•The LEA shall provide a copy of the evaluation 
report and the documentation of determination of 
eligibility at no cost to the parent.

Additional Guidance: If the district chooses to 
document the evaluation report using an eligibility 
report, then the eligibility report must be 
completed based on the 60-day timeline. 
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If  a student is referred for an evaluation but 
no prior interventions have been 
implemented, can the consent to evaluate 
and evaluation process move forward?

Yes, as part of the child find and referral process, 
LEAs must not delay evaluation due to the lack of RTI 
or research-based interventions.
It is permitted to continue to implement 
interventions during the evaluation process.

52



11/1/2018

27

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Are we continuing to use the RTI process 
to support the eligibility determination 
process for a child determined to have 
Specific Learning Disability?

Yes, Georgia State Rule requires the use of the 
RTI process.  
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Rule/Implementation 
Discussions for the Future
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• (3) ELIGIBILITY REPORT. An eligibility report which 
documents the area of disability shall be completed 
and placed in each child’s special education folder. 
The eligibility report shall provide statements for 
each component of the eligibility and shall be 
comprehensive enough to serve as the evaluation 
report when necessary.

• Should Georgia require two separate reports or 
allow the eligibility report to address evaluation 
data, when appropriate? 

55

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

GO-IEP 2.0
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 The old Redetermination Form has been renamed. It is now named the 
Reevaluation Data Review.

 The option to conduct a Reevaluation Data Review without a formal 
meeting of the full committee will be available. It will be similar to 
the additional meeting notice option for an IEP Amendment in which 
the parent and LEA can agree that a formal meeting is not necessary.

 The Reevaluation Data Review will work much like it has in the past. 
It will allow current data for the student to be reviewed and 
documented.

 However, the option to evaluate only for educational planning 
purposes or purposes other than eligibility will no longer be available.
• If additional information is needed for educational planning 

purposes or for post-secondary planning, this should be 
completed as part of a reevaluation.

• If additional information is needed for insurance or for other 
reasons, this should not be completed as part of a reevaluation.
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 The Progress Monitoring page of the Eligibility, 
which includes the student's response to interventions, 
will still work much the same as it has in the past. 

 The SST requirement to provide interventions has not 
changed. 

 On the Decision Making page of the Eligibility, a 
revision will be made to give guidance that the 
student should not be considered for SLD eligibility if 
the intervention has not been implemented for 
sufficient time. 

Other changes that are needed regarding the reevaluation process in GO-IEP 
2.0 are still being developed. We will update GO-IEP districts when these 

changes are moved into production.
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Summary

• GaDOE Special Education Priorities
• IEP Development and Implementation 
• Evaluation and Eligibility Determination Process
• Parent Procedural Safeguards

• Implementation Manual Changes/Updates
• Child Find
• Evaluation/Reevaluation
• Eligibility

• GO-IEP 2.0
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QUESTIONS?
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